
To Charter or NOT to Charter 

That’s the question. 

This coming March 11th our esteemed Vice 
Commodore Pat will talk about her latest yacht 
charter in the Virgin Islands. (March 11th at 
Champps Park Meadows* –NOT the Champps 
in Littleton where we were January—see direc-
tions later in this newsletter). 

Pat of course is probably our most experi-
enced charter captain, and one of the very 
first Sail charters that Jo and I did was with 
Pat and Jim at Catalina. By the way, if you're 
interested in chartering, be sure to talk to Pat. 
She organizes ladies-only and couples char-
ters and is she is also working on a Virgin Is-
lands charter for next year. She can tell you all 
about Flotilla sails as well as bare boat sails. 

Many of our members have chartered sail 
boats both in the USA and overseas, and al-
though the club does not sponsor these activi-
ties for insurance reasons, chartering with 
friends is something that we gain by being 
members of Salty Dogs since we get favorable 
rates and with all the sailing experience we 
have, we can ensure that we get “bareboat” 
status. Being qualified to bareboat charter 
avoids the need to take a charter company 
captain, which is both expensive and detracts 
from the fun of chartering. 

Like many of our members, Jo and I have char-
tered both sail and power boats in places as 
far afield as the Norfolk Broads of England 
(and no, not those kinds of broads—the Nor-
folk Broads are a network of rivers, canals and 

lakes in eastern England). 

We have also chartered in Italy, Croatia, 
France, Thailand, the Caribbean, the Great 
lakes. With all this experience, we have devel-
oped a tongue-in-cheek list of the ten things to 
look out for when chartering. 

1 —Know the company you are chartering 
from. The big operators such as SunSail are 
very standardized, but the smaller companies 
can be a different story. We chartered with 
Tortola Marine (TMM) out of Road Town once, 
they were fine and inexpensive, but they must 
have forgotten to dredge the channel to their 
dock. There is nothing so ego-deflating as run-
ning aground several times within sight of the 
base. As for Sail Italia out of Naples—Won’t go 
there (again). 

2— Always check the fresh water tanks before 
you leave the dock. Almost every time we 
bareboat we find that the water tanks have 
not been fully filled. And make sure you know 
how to switch between water tanks. Strangely 
enough people get quite irritated when they 
can’t shower. 

3 —Be sure you know if there are holding 
tanks for the toilets & bathrooms, and if you 
have to pump them out periodically, be sure 
you know how to do it. Also know how to tell if 
they are getting full. Irritation is not the word 
that comes to mind when you overfill the hold-
ing tanks. 

4 —If you are lucky enough to have power 
winches or windlasses, be sure you know how 
to flip the circuit breakers 
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Ski Day Mar 9 

Meeting Mar 11 

Contra Dancing Mar 12 

� 
What do sea monsters eat? 

Fish and ships!  
 

What did the water say to 
the boat? 

Nothing, it just waved.  

� 
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Attention:  
March meeting will be at Park Meadows 
Champps Restaurant  
I-25 And County Line Rd. 
8325 Park Meadows Center Drive,  
Lone Tree, 80124 

Subjects: Ladies’ sail to US VI, Spanish VI, 
& BVI will be our main subject. Also we will 
talk about Feb/Mar 2011 Ladies’/Men’s 
sail to St Croix, US VI, Spanish VI.  

by Pat Pardekooper 

Please note the 
change of location 
for March’s meet-
ing. See Signal 
Flags (pg 6) for 
more information. 



Knot. The difference is merely in 
the material used and the align-
ment of the final part of the 
knot so that the two ends 
emerge parallel.  

HOW TO TIE IT—Pass the bitter 
end around the pole. Wind the 
end around the standing end 
and then through the hole be-
side the spar. Finally form a half 
hitch beside the spar. 

To see an animated demonstration 
of how to properly tie this knot, visit  
www.animatedknots.com. 
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back on, and indeed where they are. I 
truly believe that the designers of sail-
boats compete with each other to find 
obscure hiding places for the circuit 
breakers. 

5  —Accept the fact that despite what 
the charter companies say they never 
monitor the VHF channels. Get the cell 
phone number of the base. You will 
need it! And most places outside the 
U.S. have a cell signal these days. 
(except Boulder) 

6  —Always take a flashlight when you 
go ashore, even if it is daylight when 
you leave on the dink. By the time you 

WHEN TO USE IT— The Buntline 
Hitch was originally employed to 
secure the buntlines to the foot of 
the square sails. The repeated 
shaking and jerking of a flapping 
sail tended to tighten this knot - 
hence its value. It differs from two 
half hitches in that the second half 
hitch is inside rather than outside 
the first one. It is more secure than 
two half hitches. Compared to two 
half hitches, when heavily loaded it 
is more liable to jam and be awk-
ward to release. Although it is not 
immediately obvious, the same 
knot is widely used for neckties, 
where it known as the Four-in-Hand 

Knotical Know How - Buntline Hitch 

Page 2 Volume 29, Issue 3 

have wined and dined, it will be dark. 
Clambering back on board is bad 
enough in the dark, but when you dis-
cover you are on the wrong boat ……! 

7  —Speaking of dinks, always make 
sure the outboard motor works before 
you leave the base. Of course it will 
stop working shortly afterwards, but at 
least you know it ran once upon a 
time. 

8  —And speaking once again of dinks, 
if you get ashore and notice strange 
glances from the restaurant staff—
think “dink butt” 

9  —Appoint a dink captain, make sure 
he or she can a) lift you back in if you 
fall out, b) can take the cover off an 
outboard and put it back again, c) can 
lift the engine out of the water when you 
run aground, d) has a sense of humor. 

10  —Don’t forget to have fun, after all 
you have paid a king’s ransom for the 
pleasure. 

Dave (dink butt) Davies 

P.S. If you have any other gems you 
want to add on this or any other topic, 
send them to Becky for next month’s 
newsletter.  

The Ladies’ Sail by Lori Conway 
The Caribbean in the winter, who would-
n’t have a good time?  Six ladies on a 
47 f00t boat for ten days left from Tor-
tola, BVI for a great adventure.  Mem-
bers included Pat Pardekooper, captain, 
Gari Westkott, first mate, Melanie Vick-
nar, dinghy captain, Lori Conway and 
Melissa Hunter, deck hands, and Betsy 
Marzonie, who was great in the galley.  
We left from British Virgin Islands (BVI) 
and went to US Virgin Islands (USVI) and 
Spanish Virgin Islands (SVI). 

Four of us got to Tortola a day early 
(Pat, Gari, Lori and Betsy) and stayed at 
a great little bed and breakfast, Beef 
Island Guest House, on the beach.  Blue 

sky, waves on the beach and boats in 
the bay greeted us the first morning.  
We headed out to provision the boat 
and were pleasantly surprised with the 
well stocked shelves though the prices 
were not what we’re used to.  We got 
on the boat, Bachannol Time II that 
evening, and the rest of the crew ar-
rived.  Leaving around noon the next 
day we had a nice sail to Jost Van 
Dyke.  After snagging a mooring ball on 
the first try, we had cocktails and took 
the dinghy over to Foxy’s for dinner. 

Pat and Gari each had a GPS, and they 
kept us on course. Unfortunately, each 
GPS gave a different reading, and they 

spent a lot of time with their heads 
down as the rest of the crew watched 
the beautiful scenery go by.  We had 
great sailing conditions with the wind off 
our stern most of the trip.  We stopped 
at St Thomas, St John and then headed 
over to the SVI off the coast of Puerto 
Rico.  We sailed into Ensenada Honda 
on Culebra where customs flashed their 
headlights to indicate where we should 
dock.  We took the dinghy into town and 
tied up outside a great little restaurant, 
Mamacitas, where we had a great meal 
at a reasonable price. 

One of the highlights of the trip took 
place on the island (continued on page 4) 




